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SECTION IX 

THE AIR FORCE INVESTIGATION 

Abstract 

NlCAP contends that the Air Force has practi ced a n intole r ­
able deg ree of secr ecy and withholding of information in ils 
publi c polic ies on the UFO s ubject, a nd r efuses lo a llow a n 
independent evalua t ion of its da ta . Ther e are two gene ra l 

chools of U1ought on the r easons for this secrecy: 
(I ) That the Air Fo r ce ha s obtained signifi cant proof of UFO 

r eality, and is withholding its evidence until the public can be 
psychologically prepar ed unde r a progra m guided by some 
highe r agency ; 

(2) Thal the withholding of in.formation is not because of a ny 
special knowledge on the subject, but r esults mor e or l ess 
unconsciously from r ed tape, lack of continuity lo the UFO 
project, diffe r ences of opinion within the Air For ce . e tc. 

In e ither case , the s ec r etive public information polic ies a r e 
symptomatic of the gene ral gove rnmenta l sec r ecy whi ch has 
mushroomed since Wor ld Wa r II , and must be viewed in that 
context . Since official secrecy has become so commonplace , 
a lmost an accepted way of life, the topic is extremely complex. 
For the sake of simplic ity, this s ection is presented mostly in 
outl ine form: 

A. Background of Gove rnment Secr ecy 
B. Air Force Regula tions & Polic ies 

l. Histo ry of the UFO Project 
C. Air Force Statements About Its UFO Investigat ion/ NlCAP 

Rebuttals 
D. Sa mple UFO Cases Involving Aspects of Secr ecy. 

A. GOVERNMENT SECRECY 
It 1s a generall y conceded fac t in Washington tha t gover nment 

s ec r ecy, since Wo r ld Wa r II , has g rown by leaps a nd bounds. 
Even high- r ank ing offi cers in the Pentagon, in tes t imony to Con­
g ress, sta te tha t the r e is cons ide r able over- classification of 
111forma t1 on . Sometime s it appears lobe a case of the ta il wagging 
the dog. 

The r e is no Si qj>le solution to this problem , though it should be 
a matte r of conc~rn to anyone who believes in democ racy. It is 
worth exa mining the s tructure of this secr ecy, lo pinpoint some 
aspec ts of it which have been uncover ed by Congr essional inves­
tigato r s, scholars and news men. 

T he Cold Wa r burden plainly has put a seve r e s tra in on the 
tradi tional American belief in free~ om of in.formation. Censors 
can (and sometimes do) make a case that a lmos t a ny information 
released in this technolog ical age is of value lo a potentia l enemy. 
Often information is withheld in the name of the " public inte r est." 
But who defines the " public inte r est ?" 

Rep. J ohn E . Moss (D .-Calif.), Chairma n of the Gove rnment 
Ope r ations Subcommittee on Gove rnment Information, has long 
bee n a champion of the public' s "right lo know ." Hearings by 
!us s ubcommittee over the past severa l yea r s ha ve brought out 
many sp,,c1 f1 c ins ta nces of unwa rranted secr ecy , especially by the 
E,:ecullve Branc ll . T he s ubcommittee was cha rte r ed on June 9, 
I 955 . A yea r la te r , the pa r ent commi ttee unanimously adopted 
House Report No. 2947 , which included a s tudy of Defense Depart­
ment secr c,cy. The r eport stated: 

" The s tudy of the Defe nse Department so far s hows that the 
informationa l pol1cies a nd prac ti ces or the Departm ent a r e the 
mos t rest ric li ve--and a t the s ame li me the most conrused--or 
any major branch of the F edera l Government. " [2) 

T wo recent books indicate that the r e has b een no appreciable 
change in Defense Department information prac tices. Clark R . 

Mollenhoff, Pulitze r Pri ze- winning r epor te r fo r Cowles Publ ica­
lions , in his 1963 book Wa s hi ngton Cover - Up, s tates what he be­
lieves is the c rux of the problem: " . . . the a rbit ra ry sec r ecy 
of 'executive privilege' . .. Ther e would be ' managed news' as 
long as executive depa rtments a nd independent r egula to ry agenc ies 
we r e able to invoke an arbi t rary s ec r ecy to prevent the press 
and Congr ess from reviewing the record - -and as long as news ­
pape r s indolently accepted the manage ment." [2 ] 

Power In Washington, by Douglass Cater, also probes Wash­
ington " sub-governments" and their innuence on government pol ­
icies . Accord ing to r eviewe r James MacGregor Burns , Cate r 
considers the " military-industrial complex" (so phrased by 
President Eisenhower) a sub-government . Part of it is " news 
managers in the Pentagon who try to influence public opinion. " 
[3] 

In summa ry, these aspects of th e sec r ecy brought out by the 
Moss subcommittee pa rti cula rly conce rn us: 

• The Defense Depa r tment, in prac ti ce , cla im s executive 
pr ivi lege to wi thhold informat ion from Congr ess and the publi c ; 
exis ting direct ives leave the decision in s pecific cases to an a r­
bitra ry judgment by the Defense Depa rtment. 

• Becaus e of ove r-classification, the public often is not kept 
properly informed . -

• By existing r egula tions, Defense Department pe r sonnel are 
fo rced to jus tify r eleas e of information and are not required to 
jus tify withholding of it . (A natural desire on the pa rt o{ ind ivi ­
duals to avoid t r ouble on controve rsial issues by not r eleasing 
information about them results in excessive secrecy). 

A mor e pervasive tendency has developed a mong the milita ry 
services to iss ue r eassuring statements, ra the r than !act s; 
gener alized s tatements putting the be st face on the matte r (as fa r 
as the agency is conce rned), r a tl1e r than us eful deta il. In s hort , 
the concept of " public information" ha s been perverted to pub lic 
r elations , which tries to put across a favo rable idea o r image 
ra ther tha n to inform. 
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B. AIR -FORCE REGULATIONS 
& POLICIES 

1. Regulations Governing the UFO Investigation 

Air Force Regulation 200-2, " Intelligence; Unidentified Flying 
Objects (UFOs), . . . establishes the responsibility and procedure 
for reporting information and evidence on (UFOs) and for re­
leasing pertinent information to the general public . " 

Paragraph 3c, rather than furnishing objective guidelines, biase s 
the investigation by clearly implying that all UFOs are explainable 
as misidentified conventional objects. (Thus the investigation 
assumes its own conclusion). Contrary to the oft-repeated public 
relations announcements about the Investigation being" completely 
objective and scientific," the regulation states what the conclusion 
of the Investigation must be: 

" c . Reduction of Percentage of UFO ' Unknowns.' Air Force 
activities must reduce the percentage of unknowns to the mini­
mum. Analysis thus far ~s provided explanation for all but a 

. few of the sightings reported. These unexplained sightings are 
carried statistically as unknowns. U more Immediate, detailed 
objective data on the unknowns had been available, probably these 
too could have been explained .. . [Due to subjective factors] it 
Is Improbable that all of the Wlknowns can be eliminated." 

Paragraph 9 explicitly states that, In the area of occurrence, 
only explained cases may be released to the public: 



" In response to local lnqutrles resulting from any UFO re­
ported In the vicinity of an Air Force base, Information regarding 
a slghllng may be released to the press or the general public by 
the commander of the Air Force base concerned only If 1t has been 

s1t1vely identifi ed as a familiar or known object. " Follow-up 
queries about unexplained cases are to be referred to the Office 
of Information Services In the Pentagon (which seldom r el eases 
detailed inrormation on a specific case unless i t has been widely 
publicized). 

Paragraph 11 restricts Air Force personnel f rom publicl y dis­
cussing UFOs: " Air Force personnel, othe r than those of lhe 
O!Ilce of l nlormation Services, will not contact priva te individuals 
on UFO cases nor will they discuss their operat ions and functions 
wi th unauthor ized persons unless so directed, and then only on 
a ' need- to-know' basis." 

JANAP 14 6 is a Joint Chi efs of Staff directive: "Communica­
tions Instructions for Reporting Vital Intelligence Sightings 
[C lRVlS ] From Airborne and Waterborne Sources." In addi tion 
lo militar y al rc r afl and surface vessels , lhe directive al so applies 
to civil airc r aft under ce rtain conditions . 

Chapter 11, Section I , pa r agraph 201 includes, under information 
to be r eported, ( I ) (c) " Unidenttfl ed Qying objects." 

Section 111 , "Security : 210. Military and Civtllan. a. All per ­
sons awa r e of the con tents or existence of a ClRV!S r eport are 
governed by the Communications Act of 1934 and amendments 
ther eto, and Espionage Laws ... The unauthorized t ransmission 
or r evel ation of the contents of ClR VIS r eports in any manner 1s 
prohibi ted ." 

The eff c t of th,s directive, r ela tive to UFOs, 1s to silence 
even comm rc, al ai rline pilot s coopera ting with th intell,genc 
network, once they have made a UFO r port through om c,a l 
channel s. It ls, of course, al so binding on all military personnel. 

2. Regulations Concerning Rel ease 

of Information 

Ther e a r e only thr e classificat ions of militar y or nallona l 
defense informat ion authori zed directly by law: Top Seer t , 
Secr et and Confidential. The typ s of information, and procedures 
or class ification, are carefully spelled out. Legitimate security 
needs cl earl y necessita te wi thholding certain types of Information 
from lhe gener al public. Theo r eti cally, the public interest is 
protect d by the limi tations on the types of information which 
can be c l assifi ed . 

In pract ice, mili tary (and other) agencies have adopted other 
quasi- l egal means of withholding additional 1nformat1on from lhe 
publi c for r easons of their own . " Executive privilege" and the 
so-called "admini strat ive class1hcat1on" is the gray area of 
secr ecy , wher e no cl ea r standards delimit the withholding of i n­
fo rmation . The particular agency i t self becomes both judge and 
jury in deciding wha t the public ought to know. 

Any business (the U.S. Government is the world' s l ar gest 
. business organization) may have justifiable r easons for wi th ­
holding certain types of information beyond those which are clear ly 
concerned with national de fense . Personal information which if 
re l eased might unfairly damage an ind1v1dual 's r eputation, for 
example, might be considered private information. Files or 
correspondence or per sonnel r ecords, in most cases, could be 
conside r ed private in!ormat ion (unless needed for the defense or 
an individual on t rial or for 0U1er ove rriding considerations) . 

However, ther e is a gr eat potential for abuse of a system 
which, in effec t, allows arbitrary withholding of governm ent 
information from the public. To the maximum possible extent , 
government business should be public business. Clearly , the 
system is continually abused and " administrative classifications" 
are used to conceal !acts which m ight embarrass an agency, or 
which might throw a spotlight on government activities that a sig­
nl1icant segment of the public would oppose. The system conti nues 
to encroach on the public's right to know what its government is 
up to. 

Worst of all, such pseudo-classifica lions as " For OUicial 
Use Only" are r apidly being given status by derault, largely 
unchallenged by Members of Congress or the press. Many Air 
Force r egulations, for example, . (using a free interpretation of 
Federal Law) authorize Air Force personnel to judge what infor­
mation they may withhold " in the public interest." About 
Ulls practice Clark Mollenhoff said, ' ' The broad right or arbitrarily 
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withholding informat ion is not something that any officials should 
be permitt ed to arrogate to themselves." [4 ] 

A ir Force Regulation 11-30, " Administrati ve Pract ices ; Cus­
tody, Use and Preservation of DOD [Department of Defense] 
Officia l !niormation Whi ch Requires Protection in the Public 
Interest ." 

The euphemist ic phrase " in the public i nterest " is repeated 
in paragraph 1, which explains lhe " Reason ror I ssuing Regula­
tion ." Among othe r things , the r egul ation is intended to " assure 
the proper ... use of oHicial informat ion which In the public 
interest should not be given general circulation ." In spite or 
outlining some apparently worthy uses of this administ rative 
classihca t1on, the r egul at ion nevertheless does give blanket au­
thority to withhold information whenever someone in the Air 
Force considers i t to be " in the public interest ." It is d1fficuJt 
to imagine how the public benefits by this arrangement. 

Air Force Re afion 11-7, " Administrative Practices ; Air 
Force Relations With Cong-ress. " 

This r egulation goes one step further than AFR 11 -30, and 
claims the authority to Withhold " For Officia l Use Only " infor­
mation from Congress in some cases. 

After staling that most " For Officia l Use Only" information 
not given to the public I given to Congr ss, the regulation 
continues: 

" However, the conside r ations et rorth [i n F~ 11 - 30] which 
preclude making information availabl e to th public may raise a 
question, i n rare instances, as to whether the particular inform:i­
t,on r equested may b furnished to Cong r ss , even 1n con f1 ctence 
. . . " Thi s, 11 must be emphasized, re fers to inform:it1011 who. e 
r l ease in no w:.iy endangers nati ona l s cur 1t --or l se 11 woul d 
b l ga ily cl asslf,ed " T op S er t, " "Sec ret," or " ConfldC'nl1:i l. " 
Th is Indicates the extent to which the Air Fore has tak n upon 
It s If Lh r ght to decide what th pubh c--:rnd even Congr ss-­
should know . 

Chronological History of the Air 
Force UFO Project 

[On of the most Informative sources r ega rding th conduct 
of the UFO Investigation is the book R r t on Unidentified 
Fl In Ob cts (Doubleday, ! 956). by Capt. Edwa r d J . Ruppelt , 
who headed the investiga tion from Sept ember I 95 I to September 
1953. Page references to lhis book are indicated after some o f 
the following entri es]. 

Early Investigation 
Jul I 947 · The Air For ce began Investiga t i ng UFO r eport s 

se riously after sightings by airline p1lols, other qualified obse r ­
ve r s. 

Se tember 23 1947: The Chief or Ai r T echnical Intelligence 
Center (A TIC) sent a l etter to the Air Force Commanding Gener al 
sta ting lhe conclusion or ATIC that UFOs wer e r eal, and urging 
lhe establishment of a per manent project to analyze !uture r e­
ports. (p. 31) 

January 22 , 1948: Project " Sign" (popular name " Saucer") 
established at Wright -Patter son AFB , Ohio, to investigate UFO 
r eports. 

September 1948: Top Secret " Estimate or the Situation", 
conciuding UFOs ·were Interplanetary, sent from ATIC to Air 
Foret: Chief or Stall, General Hoyt S. Vandenberg . (Report was 
k ick ed back tor additional proof; l ater declassllled and burned) . 
(ppg. 62-63, 67) 

F ebruary 11, 1949: Project name changed to " Grudge." 
Because or internal disagreement about the slgnl!icance or UFOs, 
reports were then " evaluate.ct on Ute premise that UFOs couldn't 
exist. " (ppg. 85-88) 

April 27, 1949: Project Saucer report released: About 30% of 
the sightings Investigated to date were said to be explained as 
conventional obj ects. An equal number, the report said, probably 
would be explainable after further probing. 

December 27, 1949: Project Grudge report released: Explained 
away all reports to date as delusions; hysteria, hoaxes and crack­
pot reports. Announcement that project bad disbanded. 

. ;, ~hase T~o 
1950-51: This pe7:iod bas been called the "Dark Ages" of UFO 

investigation. Following the Project Grudge report, the project ·, 
was not disbanded. However, those who believed in a more positive · •. 
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investigation coul d not wi n support fo r thei r vl ews--untl l l at 
In 195 I when the situation was r eview d partly du to publlc 
protests. 

UFO PROJ ECT CHIEFS 

After r eo rgani za tion of the UFO pr o jec t duri ng 195 1, i t be­
ca me an organizat ion i n its own right, al A TIC, Wr ight- Patter son 
AFB, Ohio. 
Summer 195 1: Lt . Jerry Cummings 
Se l . 195 1-Se l. 195 3: Capt. Edwa rd J . Rupp ll 

(Rupp !l ' s assi stants al various times during th is per iod 
wer e L t. Elob Ol sson, Lt. Henry Metscher , L t. Andy F lues , and 
L t. K erry RoU1st1en. From May l o Jul y 1953, Ll. Olsson wa s 
actrng chie f whil e Ruppell was away on tempor ary dul y . The 
pos i tion devolved on A/ IC Max Futch b r i eCly i n July 1953, 
when Lt. Olsson was discha r ged) . 
1954- 1956 (approx) : Capt. Charl es A . Hard i n 
195 7- 1959 (appr ox.): Capt. Geor ge Gregory 
I 959-early I 964 : Lt. Col. Robert Friend 
Early 1964 t o date: Capt. Hector Quintanilla 

PENTAGON UFO SPOKESMEN 
Apri l 1952- March 1953: Al Chop 
I 953-1957: Various officers including Capt. Robert White 

(circa 195 5), Maj . Rober t F. Spence (circa 1957). 
1958- Mar ch 1961 : Lt. Col. Lawrence J. T acker 
A nl 1961-Januar 1962: Maj . Wi lliam T . Col eman 
Feb . 1962- Summer 1963: Maj . Carl R. Hart 
Summer 1963 to dat e: Maj . Maston M . Jack s 

September 151 195 1: Lt. Jerry Cumm ings , and a Lt. Col. from 
ATIC, were called to Washington to brief a Gener al (and a di s ­
gr untled group of industrialists and scienti sts) about the conduct,,, 
of the invest igat ion. Received or der s to set up a new project. 
(ppg. 128- 130) 

September 1951 : Capt. Edward J . Ruppelt became chief of 
the newly r evitalized proj ect. 

October 27 1 195 1: New project oCCi cially established. (p . 154) . 
March 1952: Project Grudge had becom e a Cu11-fiedged or gan­

i zation, U1e " A erial Phenomena Group ." Soon ther ea fter , the code 
name was changed to " B l ue Book ." (p . 176) 

Apr il 1952 : Al Chop appo inted publi c information officer for 
UFOs. 

A ir Force L etter 200-5 gave Project Blue Book authority to 
cut r ed tape, contact any Air Force unit in the U.S. without going 
through channel s; pr ovi ded for wire transm i ssion of r eports to 
ATIC, followed with details vi a Ai r Mail. 

L1Ce articl e " Have We Visito r s From Space?" , inspired by 
se ver al top offi ce r s 111 the Pentagon. (ppg. 177 - 178) 

May 81 I 952: Capt. Ruppe It and a Lt. Col. from ATIC briefed 
Air Force Secr etary Thomas K . Finlelter for one hour . (p. 185) 

M id-June 1952 : Capt. Ruppe It brie fed General Samford, Director 
of !ntc·l1 1r, ence, others ; gi ven di r ective to take further steps to 
obta rn pos itive identificat ion of UFOs. (ppg. 196-199) 
• Mid -July 1952 : Every A i r Force insta11ation in U.S. swamped 
wi th UFO r eports . (p. 205) 

August I 952 : Study of UFO maneuver s Initiated, to determine 
whether objects displ ayed Intelligent control. (ppg. 250~"251) 

November 1952: Panel of four sci entists convened at ATIC to 
make pr elim inary review of accumulat ed r eports. Recommended 
convening panel of top scientists . (p. 264) 

January 12, 1953: The AlrFor ce (reportedlywith the assistance 
of tile Central I ntelligence Agency) convened a panel or top 
scientists to weigh the accumul ated evidence. The panel was to 
decide whether the evidence Indicated UFOs wer e Interplanetary, 
whetller It was all explainabl e, or whether the project should con­
tinue and seek bet te r data. (p. 275). A study or UFO maneuvers 
concludi ng the obj ec ts were Interplanetary was presented to the · 
panel by Maj . Dewey Fournet. (p. 285) 

January 17, 1953 : The conclusions or the sci entific panel were 
not made public at the time. Since Ulen, two conflicting versions 
have been r el ea sed : 

Conclusions Reported by Ryppelt, 1956 
The panel r ecommended that the UFO project be expanded, the 

investigative force quadrupled In size and statced by trained 
scientist s; that tracking Instruments be established all over the 
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country, and that the publi c be told "every detail of every phase" 
of the Investigation. The scientists believed this program would 
" dispel any of the mystery" cr eat ed by m ilitary secu r ity pr o­
cedures , and al so keep the Investigation on a sc ientific basis. 
The r ecommendations were not adopted. (ppg . 293 - 298) 

Summar y Rel eased by A l r Force I I 958 
The panel concluded that UFOs constitu ted no " direct physical 

threa t to national security," ther e was no evidence of " fo r eign 
artifacts capabl e of hostil e acts," and no " need for the r evision 
of cur r ent scientific concepts ." T he panel r ecommende_d " Im­
mediate steps to st rip the Unidentifi ed Fly i ng Objects of the special 
status U1ey have been given and the aura of mystery they have 
unfor tunat ely acquired." The panel suggested " an integr ated 
pr og r am designed l o r eassure the public of the total lack of 
evidence of inimical forces behind the phenomena." 

Phase Three 
Th e 1958 summary issued by the Air For ce Office of Public ln ­

for malion--fiue years after the fac t--firs l re l eased the names of 
the scientis ts on the panel : H. P. Robertson, Luis W. Alvarez , 
Lloyd V. Berkner, S. A . Gouds mi t , and Thornton Page. 

Exaclly what transpired al the conclusion of th is mee ting is rw l 
clear, though i i is str ongly suggested that the who le stor y has nd 
been told. ff the decisio11 of the panel had been clear ly negative, 
as the 1958 summary impl ies , ther e wou ld have bee11 no r eason lo 
be so secretive abou t i i . On the co11trary, there wou ld have been 
every r eason to make an immediate publ ic announcement . 

What is /,.'1lOW11 abou t the affair is the public marufes tati on of the 
UF O project fo llowi11g the meet i ng . After a pe-i-i od of apparent 
serious i nter est i 11gal heri11g better data (which upports Ruppelt's 
versi on of_ the panel conc(11sio11s), the Air F orce began debunking 
UFOs . Smee then the A11' Force does not admi t to havi ng the 
slightest shred of evidence that any thi ng at all out of the ordi nary 
zs laking place. Concurrently , a rw li ceable public r elations pol­
icy ha~ been _adhered lo. by the Air F orce throug h the Public In­
formation Offi_ce : A poli cy of public reassurance. M embers of 
Congress or ci ti zen wlw request current i nformalio11 on the sub­
Ject are told r epeatedly that UFOs do not pr esent any danger or 
threat to the nati onal securi ty . ' 

About the _same time as the panel meeti11g, or s lwrtly ther e­
af ter, the Air_ Force (reportedly thr ough i ts own RAND Corpora­
tion) had an rndependenl s tudy conducted. Th is r esulted i n the 
ProJect Blue Book ''.Special Report No. 14 . ·• What r elationship this 
~ad to the sc1enlif1 c panel meeting is not known . However, the 
111/r oduc ti_on lo the Blue Book r eport states (p . vii) : " The special 
stud)! which resulted in this r eport star ted in 1953 . . . the infor­
mation cut-off date was established as of the end of 1952." 

August 26, 1953: AF Regulation 200-2 issued by Secretary of 
Air Force; procedures for reporting UFOs, restrictions on 
public discussion. 

December 11 1953: The Air Force announced in Washington 
it had set up cameras around the country equipped with diffraction 
gratings to analyze the nature of light from UFOs. 

January 61 1954 : Reporters seeking information on UFOs 
were banned from Wright-Patterson AFB. (Cleveland Press] 

F ebruary 23, 1954: Scripps-Howard papers said the Air 
Force had worked out a plan with commercial airline companies 
to report sightings quickly . 

May 151 1954: General Nathan F . Twining, Air Focce-C e <0 lJ 

Staff, stated the est brains in the country were working o 
UFO problem; Air Force couHI not explain 10 p_er cenLo 
sightings. (Quoted by United Press; Amarillo, exas]. 

May 5, 1955: roject Blue Book " Special Report No. 14" 
declassified. 

October 25, 1955: Summary of Blue Book report released to 
press: linked with statement that Air Force would soon have its 
own saucer-shaped aircraft, the A YRO disc. (The A YRO disc 
project subsequently was scrapped without producing a flying 
model). Reported no evidence that UFOs "constituted a threat to 
the security of the United States. . . " 

1956-1957: UFOs all but faded out of the news. Queries to the 
Air Force were answered by a " fact sheet" referring back to the 
1955 report. A 1957 "fact sheet" stated the unexplained cases 
had been reduced " from approximately rn% in 1954 to 3%, as of 
now." 

November 1957: When the "fiap" of UFO reports began about 
November 1 [See Section XIl ; November 1957 Chronology], "fact 
sheets" were Issued on the letterhead of the Department of De­
fense, Office of Public Affairs. These emphasized the percentages 
of explained cases, and again the lack of evidence of "a threat 
to the security of the country." 

1958-1959: "Fact sheets" .were issued approximately semi­
annually reiterating the above position. 



State me nt by Form e r Air 

Force UFO Proj ec t Monitor 

At the r equest of Major Keyhoe, I would like to confinn the existence 
of t~o USAF documents which were recently denied by an official USAF 
repre5entative . These are: 

1. An intelliGence stnmnary on UFOs prepared i n 1948 by t he organiza­
tion which later became the Air Technical Intelli gence Center at 
Wright-Patterson AFB. 

2. An intelligence analysis on s pecific aspects of UFO data which I 
prepared in 1952 while acting as UFO program monitor for Headquart ers 
USAF, Washington , D. C. 

Since both documents were classified when I last saw t hem, I am not at 
liberty to reveal their contents. I would also like to add a qualifica­
tion about #2 : I completed it in rough form just a f ew hours before my 
departure from Washington (following my release f r cm active duty) arxi 
turned it over to one of my associates in the Directorate of Intelligence. 
Therefore, I never s aw it in it s published f onn. However, since I had 
prepared it - as well as other r eport s which I recorded on tape - at the 
specific request of my Branch and Division Chiefs, I am certain that it 
was published. 

Another word of caut i on i s necessary on the latt~r document: I preptU"ed 
it primarily as a weapon for use against t he apathy and/or bias on the 
subject which prevailed in cert ain official quarters, Although the pro­
cesses of logic employed would s tand up under ordinary circumstances, 
they become somewhat tenuous and difficult to defend completely when 
applied to the task in question. The important point should be, there­
fore , that such a document did exist - not t hat it did or did not 
establish anything about UFOs . 

There is also a question about. t he report prepared by the panel of 
civilian scientists convened in January 1953 to examine the UFO datti. 
I met with this panel during part of its deliberations; this was during 
the week when I was being proces s ed off active duty. Since I had' departecl 
by the time the panel adjourned, I did not see any report which it mq • 
have prepared. However, since it was convened for the specific purpose • 
of reviewing all available dat a and making recommendations on the UFO 
program, it mu.,t necessarily have left sane sort of report, undoubtirlly 
written. (I have since been infonned that it did, al.though let me repeat 
t hat I never saw it . ) 
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'! BLUE BOOK : 
\ :° "SCIENTIFIC & OBJECT IVE " 

"Some cases arise whi ch, on 
the basis of information re­
ceived, are of a weird and pe­
cul ia r nature. The objec ts 
display errat ic movements and 
phenomenal speeds . Since 
maneuvers and speeds of th is 
kind cannot be Ira ed directly 
to aircraft, balloons, or known 
astronomical sources, ii is be ­
lieved that they are reflections 
from objects rather than being 
objects themse lves ... Reflec­
tions may be projected to clouds 
and haze both from the g round 
and air . Many things which 
are common to the sky have 
highly r eflective qualities, such 
as balloons, aircraft, and 
c louds." (" Fact sheet," o­
vember 1957) . 

" . . . the Air Force does not 
proceed with an rnvestigation 
unless the sight ing 1s r eported 
directly to the Air Force." 
(Col. George M. Lockhar t, 
USAF, Congr essional lnqui r y 
Division, omce of Legislative 
Liaison, to Senator Ha rrison 
A. Williams, Jr . , 2- 21-63 ) 

" Four fram es from the film s 
taken by Mr. Diaz in Vene ­
zuela (Dec. 1962--See Section 
VIII) were forwarded to the 
Air Force !or evaluation. How­
ever, the negatives of these 
frames were not submitted and 
the refore , without them, it has 
been impossibl e to make any in­
vestigatwn ." (Ma J. Ma ston M. 
J acks, USAF, Public Informa­
tion Division, Office of Infor­
mation, to Richard Hack, 12 -
31-63). 

" The images on the photog raphs 
a"hich we r e made by the U.S . 
"toast Guard on 16 July 1952 
at Salem, Mass., we r e evaluated 
as being due to a double ex­
posure." (Maj . Carl R. Hart, 
USAF', Public Information Di ­
vision, omce of Information, 
lo George D. Fawcett, 2-12-63). 

" T he Long Beach sighting of 
November 5, I 95 7 [See Section 
XII ; Nov. 1957 Chronology) has 
been evaluated as possible re ­
flections on sheet -Ice, from 
either the sun o r from light ­
ning. Also the r e was a ba lloon 
ln the area, a nd there we n , J 0 
aircraft in the vicinity . . . " 
(Maj. Maston M. J acks, USAF, 
Public Information Divi s ion, 
O!!ice of Information, to 
Herbert S. Taylor, 11 - 18-63) 

REBUTTALS 

NlCAP: Alr Force logic ap­
pears to be tha t , lf something 
ls obse rved whi ch out -pe r forms 
conventional a ircra ft and ba l ­
loons , it mus t not b e a r eal 
solid obj cl. The "obj ec ti ve" 
Air Force investigation deni es 
U1e possibility tha t UFOs could 
maneuve r as r epor ted, in effect 
concluding tha t a ll witnesses 
have been de luded . The hypo ­
thesis that UFOs represent a 
supe rior technology- - and may 
be space s hips- - is not even 
cons ider ed. The " investiga­
tion " ther efore consists of 
sea r ching for the conventional 
phenomenon- -or phenom ena- -
mos t nearly rese mbling the r e­
ported UFO. If none is found, 
complex specula tive " light r e­
fl ec tion" theories are invoked. 

NICAP : A scientific investi­
ga tion of any phenomenon would 
s et out to gather objective and 
quantitative data about that 
phenomenon. It would not ig­
nore potentially valuable data 
merely because it was not r e­
ported through official chan­
nels. 

NlCAP: Ther e i~ no such 
thing as negatives of movie 
film . Upon learning of this 
statement, NICAP had its ad­
viser in Caracas, Dr. Askold 
Ladonko, contact Mr . Diaz 
again. The film was loaned to 
the Air Force attac he with per­
mission to make copies or stil ls 
if des ired, and was r eturned 
intact with no frames missing. 
Apparently the attache did not 
have a copy of the fi lm made; 
just !our stills. 

" The unidentified flying obj ects 
in the photographs taken at 
Salem, Mass ., on July 16, 1952 
have been evaluated as light 
r efl ections on the window 
through which the photos wer e 
taken." (Ma j. Maston M. J acks, 
USAF, Public Information Di ­
vision, Office of Information, to 
John P . Speights , 8- 5-63) . 

NlCAP ; A good example of 
"shotgun" explana tion !or a 
sighllng which is difficult lo ex­
plain in conventional te rms ; in 
this case , slx s hiny ci r cular 
ob jects making sharp turns and 
maneuvers. It is obvious guess ­
work, hardly a "scientific" e­
valuation. Thls Is one ol many 
s imilar cases during the No­
vember 1857 "!lap" which the 
Air Force lls ts as"explalned." 

Re ; April 8, 1856 sighting by 
Capt. Raymond Rya n, American 
Airlines pilot ; " The Air Force 
concluded tha t the object viewed 
during thi s sighting was the 
planet Venus ." (Air Force 
"fact s heet", 1963). 

" The obj ects whi ch appea red 
in the film taken a t Great Falls , 
Monlana on 15 Augus l 1950we r e 
identified as F-94 ai r c r aft." 
(Ma j . Carl R . Ha rt, USAF, 
Publi c Informa tion Divi sion, 
Offi ce of Information, to George 
D. Fawcett, 2-12-63) . 

" The Ai r Technical Intelligence 
Cente r r eports concerning the 
Washington Airport Control 
Center sighting of July 1952 
stale the re were r ada r blips ob­
s e rved and tha t they we r e 
caused by a tempe rature inve r­
s ion ." (Maj.G en. W. P. Fishe r, 
USAF, Director of Legislative 
Liaison, to Senator Kenneth B. 
Keating, 6- 19-59). 

" . . . the Air Force feels that 
publi c hearings would merely 
give dignity to the subject out of 
a ll proportion to which it is 
entitled. The sensa tion s eekers 
and the publis he r s of sci ence 
fi ct ion would profit most from 
s uch hearings, and in the long 
run we would not accomplish 
our obj ective of taking the aura 
of mystery out of UFOs ." (Maj. 
Gen. W. P . Fishe r, USAF, Di­
r ector of Legislative Liaison, to 
Senator A.S. "Mike" Monroney, 
6-4-59). 

" The Air Force has a tremen­
dous task in defending this coun­
try against weapon systems 
which we know exist. To divert 
more men and money from thls 
miss ion into a greatly enlarged 
program for investigation of and 
defense against UFOs would 
Jeopardize the security of this 
country against a known threat 
and would, ln our opinion, be 
grossly imprudent." (Col. Carl 
M. Nelson, USAF, Con­
gressional Inquiry Dlvislon, Of­
fice of Legislative Liaison, to 
Senator Philip A. Hart, 4-8-60). 

NICAP: In a taped descr ipllon 
of his sighting, Capt. Ryan 
s tales that the UFO zoomed 
through a 80 deg r ee arc from 
off his wingtip to dead ahead. 
Control towe r ope r a tors r e­
ported seeing a s ilhouette of a 
UFO. [See transc ript, Section 
VJ 

The F - 94 a ircra ft we r e 
obse rved by the photographer 
b ehind him coming in for a 
landing. Photog rammetric ana­
lysis (See Section V111] s ta tes 
the r e a r e "sever a l factors 
which make such a hypothesis 
quite s trained ." Persistence 
of reflection from alleged air­
craft " would r equire a very 
rare coincidence of airplane 
maneuve r. '' 

NICAP : Gen. Fi s he r !ailed to 
mention that visual observa ­
tions often coincided with the 
unexplained radar blips; that 
the degr ee of inver sion was 
insufficient to account !o r the 
sightings; and that Project Blue 
Book classifi ed the sightings as 
" unknown," contrar y to public 
announcements at the lime . (Re­
port on Unidentified Flying Ob­
jects, Ruppelt, p. 226 ; also see 
Section xn ) 

NICAP: Nothing would r e move 
the " aura of mystery" about 
UFOs more r apidly than Con­
gressional hearings . Presum­
ably, the Air Force b elieves 
hea rings would prove its case. 
If so, the alleged " myth" of 
UFOs would be punctured. Sen ­
sationalists and opportunists 
thrive only because of public 
confusion about UFOs. Hearings 
could help to establish the facts 
and clarify the entire picture . 
Continued refusal to give out 
detailed information en­
courages an " auraofmystery." 

NICAP: These letters pinpoint 
the real issue between the Air 
Force and its scientific critics. 
No one denies that the Air Force 
mission is to defend the country 
against attack, and that this is 
an important mission. The 
thinking ls clear: UFOs are 
evaluated in the light of being a 
potential threat to the country. 
U preliminary investigation 
satisfies the Air Force the 
country Is not under attack, "an 
understandably lower priority 
ls placed on the further ev­
aluation of the sighting." But 
what about scientific Investiga­
tion of the reported objects 
thereafter? The Air Force 
should not be expected to carry 
through a Job for which it ls 



October 29, 1953--LI . Col. F . K. Everest;,, F - I 00 S11pcr-Sabre 
set speed record. 755. 149 mplr. 

October 30, 1953-- Mt. Vernon, Ohlo . Round, silver object 
c ircled at low altitude. [ vn J 

Novembe r 3, 1953- -London,England . Ahugeappar ntlyme la llic 
UFO, " comple tely circular" and white, was t racked on r ada r a nd 
observed visuall through a tel scope by the 256th Heavy Anti ­

ircrafl R gi ment. [VIII] 

'01 •ember 12, 1953-- anadi011 Goucrnmenl amwuncemeI1t of fly-
111g mice•· observatory (Projec t Magnet) near O1/awa. 

o,·ember 14, 1953--Nr . Toledo, Ohio. UFO fl ashing va r ious 
colors obse rved climbing . (Vll) 

o"embe r 23, 1953--Kinross AFB, Michigan . Air Fo r ce F-89 
,-an1shed while pursurng UFO over Lake Superior. [VTI I, IX ] 

DccC'mber 1, 1953--Air Force announced in 1Vaslringto11 i i had 
SC't up _'flying . a11ce-r'' cameras around the co1111try equipped wi th 
d1 ffrnchon grahngs lo analyze 11ab1re of UFO light sources. 

December 13 , 1953--Central Ohio. Rocke t -l ike UFO with whi te 
lights a t both ends observed by Ground Obse rver Corps . [Vl !J 

December 16, l 953- -Toledo, Ohio. G roup of llghts cha nging 
from red to white, each appearing to revolve . [Vl l] 

December 17, 1953- -Sweden. Defense high command orde r ed a 
full scale investigat ion of sightings of a wingless circular obj ec t 
v.,h1ch sped over southe rn Sweden. [X] 

1954 
1954--Dayton, Ohio. Air Force Lt. Colonel saw two maneuve r­

mg UFOs . [ill ) 
January 1, 1954 - -Australian Ai r line p ilot saw huge, appar ently 

metallic, elliptical UFO. [V] 
January 4 , 1954--Quantico, Va. Redrevolvingorbl ink ing lights , 

hove ring and moving soundlessly a t tr ee- top he ight r epor tedly 
seen for six nights above Marine Cor ps base. [TV] 

January 6, 1954--Cleveland Press headline: "Brass Cur tai n 
Hides Flying Saucers.'' Ref>orlers seeking infor mation were 
banned from Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio. 

February 13, 1954--Jim G. Lucas of Scripps- 1/oward, reported 
th.at representatives of major ai rlines would meet in Los Ange les 
with Military Air Transport Service Intelligence officers lo dis­
cuss speeding up UFO reporting procedures. "Airline pilo ts are 
asked not t.o discuss their sightings publicly or give them lo news ­
papers," Lucas said. • 

(In a follow - up report , Feb. 23, Scripps - Howard papers said 
that "the nation ' s 8500 commercial airline pilots have bee11 seeing 
a let of unusual o/JJecls while flying at night , here and overseas. " 
Plans for a detailed reporting system were agreed upo11 so A i r 
Force Jets cauld qu1ckly i nvestigate. Each airline was t.o have an 
"internal securi ty specialist" for liai son between civi l i an and 
mt/1/ary organizailons.) 

February 15, 1!154--Dorothy Ki/gal/en column: " Flying saucers 
are rel{arded as of such vi tal i mportance that they wi ll be the sub­
Jec t of a special hush-hush meeting of world mili tary heads next 
summer. '' 

Ma.rch 1954- -Rouen, France. Disc-shaped UFO photographed. 
March 24, 1954--Baltimore, Md. Maneuve ring formation of 

UFOs observed by Civil Defense official. [Vil ) 
March 24, 1954 --Florida . Marine Corps Jet pilot s aw round 

object streak downwa rd , stop, speed away when pu r sued. [IV] 
April 16, 11154--Grand Canyon, Ariz . School supe rintendent , 

explorer, Wlltched elongated UFO with "portholes" pass ove rhead. 
[VD] 

April 26, 1954--Newburyport, Mass. Round UFO making s harp 
turn observed by arcl11 ttc t. (VJ!] 

Muy J!K,-1-- 'lru e artfrTP, "Whn / f>11r Air Force Fouru/ Out About 
F i,y ng Sau.cers": by P.dward J . Ruppelt.former UFO Project Chief . 

May lf>. !'1~ 1 - - J,',,r/heni Sw,,den. Week of UF O sight ings t11 -
ve1, 1tgut1:d t,y m1/fuiry au tlwrlltes. Scores of residen ts r ef>orted 
strange gluwing ot,Jells mnneuvertng ww over f ores ts . 

May 13, 1954 --Washlngton, D. C. Several la r ge glowing ob ­
Jeds maneuvered over National Airport for three hou rs; obs erved 
visually and on r adar. [VIII ] 

May 14 , 1954--Nr . Dallas, Texa . Ma rine Corps pllota chased 
formations of 16 UFOs. (IV] 

May 15, 195-4--Vlenna , AUBtrla . Three dl1cs In formation. 
[X] 

Ma y 24 , 1954--Day ton, Ohio. Photo o ff icer and sca nner on 
RB - 29 saw and photog raphed circula r UFO be low plane. [I ll ] 

May 30, 1954--Balnbrl dge , N. Y. Slive ry e ll ipt ica l UFO With 
four "portholes" acce le r a ted a nd s hot away . [Xfl I 

June I , 1954--Nr. Boston, Mass. TWA pilot en route from 
Paris, control tower op rators, saw large white disc . [V] 

June 11 , 1954--Nr . Baltimor e , Md . Huge glowi ng ob ject seen 
by GOC obse rve r s; a lte rnately hove r ed, moved r apidly . [vn J 

June 23, 1954--Columbus- Vandalla , Oh io. Round wh ite light 
followed Ai r Na tiona l Gua rd F-5 1. [VJ 

June 26 , 1954- - lda ho Falls, Idaho. Brilliant light s ource fl a r ed 
up over AE C station, c llmbed out or sight. [XIl ] 

June 30, 1954 -- Mobll e , Alaba ma. UFO obse rved fr om tower 
or Brookley AFB, tracked on r ada r . [Vlll ) 

June 30, 1954--Nr . Os lo, Norway . Two s live ry disks obse rved 
and photog raphed from eclipse expedition planes . [Vlil ] 

J une 30, 1954--Nr . Goose Bay, Labrador . Airline r c r ew saw 
la rge UFO wi th s mall e r sa te ll ite objects . [XJ 

July 3, 1954 - -A lbuque r que, N. M. Nine green spher es sighted 
visually , tracked on r ada r . [Vlll ] 

July 8, 1954- - Lancashire , Engla nd . Br iti sh as t ronomer saw a 
silve ry object with 15-20 s malle r satell ite objects. [Il ] 

J uly 11, 1954-- Hunte rdon, P a. USA F bombers r eported a 
dis c. [m ] • 

July 28, 1954- -North Atlantic . Dutch ship obse rved disc with 
apparent portholes . [Xll ] 

August 28 , 1954 - -Oklahoma City , Okla . Fifteen UFOs in p r ecise 
tr iangula r formation obse r ved by hundreds of c itizens, Tinker 
AFB r ada r . [VI II ] 

August or Septembe r, 1954-- New York Sta te. Round UFO 
tracked on rada r, plotted ac r oss sla te by Ground Obse r ve r 
Corps . [Vll ] 

September 7, 1954--Origny, France. Hovering luminous disc 
fl ed when pghts we r e shone at it. [Il] 

September 9, 1954--Nelson, N.Z . Hovering disc photographed. 
[VTII] 

September 15, 1954--Bihar, India . Gray disc hovered, emitted 
s moke and climbed away at high speed . (X] 

September 16, 1954--Nr. Roanoke, Va. Shiny, round object 
buzzed r adio tower ; transmitter failed to ope rate prope rly. 
[Vll l) 

September 17, 1954 --Rome , Italy. Thousands of citizens, Italian 
Air For ce rada r watched disc -like objec t which departed upwards. 
[vmJ 

September 19, 1954--Danane , French West Africa . Officials 
watched oval UFO wi th dome and " s earchlights". [X] 

September 20, 1954--Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. Dark saucer-shaped 
UFO a r ced overhead, levelled off and moved into distance. [XII] 

October 1954- -Cherry Valley, N. Y. Engineer sighted man­
euve r ing disc . [I ) 

Octobe r 3, 1954 - -Nr. Waben, France. UFO paced car. [ll] 
October 4, 1954- - North Weald, Essex, England. Saturn­

shaped disc buzzed RAF Meteor Jet. [X] 
October 7, 1954--Isles-sur-Sulppes, France. UFO shaped like 

"giant artillery shell" with "portholes"; landing or near-landing 
case. [XII] 

October 22, 1954--Marysvllle, Ohio. School prtnclpal, teacher, 
60 s tudents saw s ilve r cigar-shaped UFO with "portholes" hover 
ove r s chool , then speed away; "angel's hair~ !~~-- [VIll] 

October 23 , 1954--New Yorker magazine: "Letter From Paris" 
co lumn de tailed recent French sightings. 

October 24, 1954- - Prof. lferma11 Oberth's American Weekly ar­
ticle, "Flying Saucers Com e Prom A Distant World." 

Octobe r 24, 1954 - -Porto Alegre, Brazil . Formation of silver, 
ci rcular objects sped over Air Force base . (X] 

Octobe r 25, 1954--Belgrade, Yugoslavia. High speed objects 
some egg- s haped seen by hundreds. [X] 

.j· 

Octobe r 28, 1954 --Rome, Italy. Mrs. Clare Booth Luce, Ameri­
can Ambassador, others sighted luminous, round UFO. [X] 

Fa ll 1954--Korea. Marine Corps weather observer saw 7 
discs os clllatlng In formation . [XIl] • ·: ··• 

November 5, 1954--Loolcout Point, N.Z. Orange elliptical ob- ·!I 
Ject with blue "portholes" observed. (Xn] ·. i .-· 

November 12, 19154- -Loulsvllle, Ky. Spherical object move~ : • 
quickly south, hovered for long period, (VIII] • • ., · 

November 21, 19154--Rlo de Janeiro, Brull. Crew,pailsenger9\ 
of Brazlllan_alrllner nw 19 clowlng uro,. [X) • · .:· : 
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Nove mbe r 25, 1954--Cordoba , Argentina. Meteorolog is t, control 
tower oper ator a t airport watched two hove ring luminous objects 
(official r eport from Argentine E mbassy). fX) 

Novembe r 26, 1954-- Matasquan, N. J . Formation of round 
objects. (Confide ntial report from college professo r .) [VII ) 

Millville, N. J . Disc with four body lights . [n ] 
December 3, 1954 --Wllmtnglon, N. C . Ctvil Aeronautics Ad ­

minist ration pe rsonne l watched round, yellowish UFO through 
binoculars .. [VJ 

Decembe r 5, 1954--North Eas t, Pa . Domed object with double 
row of square "ports" hove red low ove r Lake E ri e. (XII) 

Decembe r 7, 1954 -- Upington, Cape P rovince , So. Africa . 
Meteorolog ist tracked while hemi sphe rical ob ject with th odolite. 
[X) 

D ce mbe r 15, 1954 --Nr. Nowra, Austra lia . Royal Aus t ra lian 
avy pilot paced by two UFOs, confirmed on rada r . (Vlll ) 
Dece mbe r 19, 1954 -- Vienna, Aust ria . High- s peed UFOs r e-

ported. (X] 
December 20, 1954--Pontiac, Mich . Red-orange ci r cula r UFO, 

wiU1 white glow from " portholes" at front, sped ove rhead . [XII) 
1954 or 1955--Coos Bay, Oregon. District Judge obse rved 

maneuvering disc. fV1I) 

1955 
1955-- Virginia, nr. Washington, D. C. Navy pilot obse rved 

domed disc. (IV) 
J anuar y 2, 1955- - Nr. Punta San Juan , Venezuela . Airline r en 

route to Ma racaibo approached by luminous UFO. [X] 
February 2, 1955-- r . Me rida , Ve11ezuela . Ae ropost Airlines 

pi lot r eported a lop-shaped object with " portholes" and central 
ring paced airhner. (X) 

February 11, 1955--Miami to New York . Pan Ame rican Air­
ways flight saw two reddish-g r een objects speed past unde r wing. 
[V] 

April 22, 1955--Tintinar a, Aus tralia. Saturn-shaped UFO 
made sharp turn, ascended. pen] 

April 24, 1955- -Albuquerque, N. Mex. Apri l 23 (AP) Dr. Lincoln 
LoPaz: ' 7'm sure the yel low-green fireba lls aren't ordinary me­
teorite falls. I've been observing the s kies s ince 1914, and I've 
never seen 011Y meteoric fireballs like them ." 

I>uring the week of April 3-9,five green.fir eballs wer e r eported 
in New Mexico and two in northern California. After a number of 
sightings reported about mid-morning April 5, LaPaz said: "This 
1s a record. We believe we have it narrowed from the many re­
ports to three. Bui they were seen within a very f ew minutes of 
each other. . . " 

May 25, 1955- -Alexandra Park, London, England . Cir cula r, 
luminous object appr oached B-47, quickly reve rsed direction and 
shot away. (11) 

June 16, 1955 . Eastern U. S. UFOs obse rved over wide a r ea, 
jets scrambled. (lll) 

June 17, 1955--Nr. Adelaide , Aus tralia. Silver oblong UFO 
viewed through binoculars; hove r ed ; moved away behind clouds 
as an aircraft neared. [XU] 

Jul y 9, 1955--Santa Catalina Channel, Calif. Family aboard 
boat saw a round cylinder, greyish and white , surrounded by a 
" b.a.z.e of fumes." UFO zig-zagged upward, then sped away. [XII) 

July 17, 1955--Canton , Ohio. Disc hove red, climbed away as 
a.irHne r approached. (Xll] 

July 26, 1955--Lasham, Hants , England. Members of British 
Gliding Association watched boomerang-shaped object (or fla tte ned 
tnangle) hover above glider then speed a way. (XTI) 

July 26, 1955--Was hington, D. C. A brilliant round object 
With trail of or 5 times Its own length approached National Ai rpo rt, 
stopJ)f:d, oscillated, and moved oil at hlgh s peed. Celling lights 
at airport went out when object approached; r e turned to ope ration 
wht,n UP'O left . IVIIl, XIl ] 

July 29, 1955--Cinclnnatl, Ohio. Zigzagging UFO made shrill 
80Und . [ VII l 

August 6, 1955--Clnclnna tl, Ohio. Oval - s haped UFO observed 
ascending al high speed. (Xll J 

August 21, 1955 --Ch.almelte, La. Glowing- while Saturn - shaped 
object hovered, rotating ; turned sideways and s hot away. (XII] 

August 23, 1955 --C lnclnnall, Ohio. SAC Jets "dogfight" with 
UFOs first detected by radar . While sphe r es and discs observed 
by Ground Observer Corps . (VIII ] 

135 

August 28, 1955--Yonke r s , N. Y. Board of Education official 
and other s saw a whlte Saturn- shaped object through a teles cope . 
(XIl ) 

Octobe r 2, 1955--Akron and Alliance , Ohio. Hove ring d is c­
like UFO obse rved over wide a r ea. (Vll) 

Octobe r 28, 1955- -G a lloway, England . Disc with row of blue 
lights on rim, maneuver ed s lowly ove r car on lonely r oad . [XU ] 

October 31, 1955--Nr . Auckland, N. Z. Bright obj ect passed 
National Airlines DC- 3. [X ) 

Nove mbe r 1, 1955-- Mojave Dese rt, Calif. As tronome r obse rved 
ciga r -shaped UFO and s ma lle r disc . [VI) 

November 2, 1955--Will iston, Fla. Police , othe r s sawas many 
as six ova l-shaped obj ects in form ation . (VII ) 

November 5, 1955--C levela nd, Ohio. Minis te r obse r ved ellip­
tical UFO with s quar e " windows". [VII] 

Nove mber 9, 1955--Philadelphia, Pa. Ne wspape r photog raphe r s 
and othe r s saw 12 s ilve ry - white round objects In forma tion. 
(VI I) 

November 14, 1955- -San Bernardino Mts ., Calif. Pilot s aw a 
globe of while light approach plane, blinked landing lights; object 
blinked in s ee ming r esponse, r eve r sed course . [VJ 

November 20, 1955--Oak Ridge , T enn. Two shiny, ell iptical 
UFOs " like two dirigibles" traveled ove r r estr icted area. (IX ] 

November 23, 1955- -Spirit Lake , Iowa. Ground Observe r Corps 
spotte rs r eported a brilliant object which changed color , moved 
erratically. (Vll) 

December 6, 1955--Ashfield & Greenfield, Mass. Seve ra l 
people watched a cigar - shaped obj ect with long r ows of brilliant, 
r eddish body lights, moving slowly south. (XII ] 

December 11, 1955--Nr. Jacksonville, Fla. Navy je ts in dog­
fi ght with round, reddish UFO . (IV) 

December 29, 1955--New Br itain, Conn. _Shiny object hove r ed, 
sped away. (XII) 

1956 
1956--North Atlantic . Large disc paced Navy transport . [IV ) 
January 17, 1956--Orangeville , Canada . Disc-shaped UFO s een 

at close range; rings of light visible on bottom. (XTI ) 
January 22, 1956--Guli of Mexico, nr. New Orleans. Pan Amer­

ican Airways flight engineer saw a large elongated object , emit ­
ting yellow fla me or light, pass aircraft from horizon to behind a 
weather front. [VJ 

February 17, 1956--Paris, France. Large UFO tracked on radar 
at Orly Airport, observed by airline pilot as r ed light source . 
[VIll) 

Ma rch 5, 1956--Honolulu, Ha wa ii. UFO format ion photographed . 
[VIU ) 

April 8, 1956--Nr. Schenectady, N. Y. American Airlines pilot 
followed UFO across state. (V, IX) 

June 27, 1956--Trieste, Italy. Luminous object hovered, sped 
away. (XII) 

July 19, 1956--Hutchlnson, Kansas. Naval Air Station reported 
tracking "a moving unidentified object" on radar, observed vis­
ually by state police as "teardrop shaped" light source . (VTII) 

Noticeable maneuvers of UFO "vertically and horizontally over 
a wide area of the sky" mapped by Wichita Eagle. 

July 19, 1956--Phoenix, Ariz. Luminous round object hovered, 
sped away. (XII] 

July 29, 1956- -Pasadena, Calif. Hovering/Speeding light seen 
by Ground Observer Corps, tracked on radar. (VIl) 

August 1956--Boulder City, Nevada. Research technician 
observed formation of five flat, circular UFOs. (VI] 

August 8 - 19, 1956--Connecticut. Concentration of sightings 
over 12-day period. Retired fire department engineer in Hart­
ford saw 011 oblong UFO with halo (August 8) ; an ecg-shaped UFO 
was seen over West Redding (August 11); unidentified white lights 
reported over West Hartford by Ground Observer Corps (August 
14); 

August 19, 1956--Newington, Conn. Fiery object made turn, 
dimmed, window- like markings became visible. (XII) 

August 20, 1956--Cltrus Heights, Callt. Man & wife saw 25 
or more bright, Saturn-like UFOs In a rough semi-circle forma­
tion. (XIl) 

August 21, 19156--Wyomlng-Montana. Dumbbell-shaped UFOs 
approached plane. (Vn] 


